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IV. NOTES ON THE BATTLEFIELD OF PLATAIA. 

Those who admire the greatness of ancient Athens cannot fail to 
feel an interest in Plataia, the gallant little city which stood by the 
side of Athens on the field of Marathon and was equally faithful in 
the still darker hour of the Peloponnesian war. It would be of interest 
to follow, at length the fortunes of Plataia. But the aim of this paper 
is more limited ; its purpose is to examine the statements of ancient 
writers that throw light on the topography of the battlefield, where 
the victory of Salamis was made complete. 

Diodoros, Strabo, Plutarch, and Pausanias have been consulted, but 
the authorities by which all others have been tested are Herodotos 
and Thoukydides ; for they stand nearest to the battle of Plataia, and 
their works bear most clearly the marks of simple truth. 

The story of the battle as told by Herodotos (ix. 15 ff.) is in brief as 
follows : After Mardonios had captured Athens for 
the second time, and had flashed the news to the 

BATTLE. ' 

Persian king by beacon-fires, he retired from Attika 
through Dekeleia to Skolos in the Theban country. He extended his 
forces along the Asopos from Erythrai, past Hysiai, into the Plataian 
territory and strengthened part of his camp by means of a wooden fort, 
ten stades square. The Greek forces came to Erythrai and took their 

stand on the skirts of Kithairon opposite the enemy ; 

but the Persian cavalry harassed them. The Mega- 

OF THE GREEKS. _ ... 

rians, who were in a place easily accessible to cavalry, 
suffered most until a volunteer baud of three hundred Athenians went 
to their aid. In a skirmish which followed, Masistios, the com- 
mander of the Persian cavalry, was slain, and his body was captured 
by the Greeks. The Persians in their mourning shaved themselves, 
their horses, and their cattle, and filled Boiotia with their lamentations. 
The Greeks bore the body in triumph through their ranks, and were 
encouraged to take a more convenient position for their camp, where 
they would have a better water supply. They advanced along the 
skirts of Kithairon, past Hysiai, into the Plataian district, and took 
their stand near the spring Gargaphia and the sacred enclosure of 
the hero Androkrates, their line extending over low 
hills and level ground. The Lakedaimonians held 
the right, and the Athenians, after a dispute with the troops from Tegea, 
occupied the left. The Tegeans were solaced with a position next the 
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Lakedaimonians, and the Plataians stood next the Athenians. The 
rest of the Greeks held the centre. The enemy were soon at hand and 
formed their line of battle. Opposite the Lakedaimonians were the 
Persians ; then came the subject nations ; and at the other end of the 
line were the medizing Greeks. The Asopos divided them, 1 and the 
prophets on both sides advised acting on the defensive. For eight 
days the armies faced each other, and the Greek force continually grew 
stronger. On the night of the eighth day, Mardonios sent to the pass 
Dryoskephalai 2 a troop of cavalry, which captured a large supply-train 
on its way to the Greek camp. 

On the eleventh day Mardonios, not wishing that the Greek forces 
should be further strengthened, resolved upon giving battle. This 
purpose was communicated to the Greeks that night, and the Lake- 
daimonians asked the Athenians to change places with them, because 
the Athenians had already faced the Persians at Marathon. This 
change was made ; but, in the morning when the enemy observed it, 
Mardonios moved the Persians to his right wing, so that they once 
more faced the Lakedaimonians. Pausanias, the Lakedaimonian 
commander, seeing that he had gained nothing by the change, went 
back to his former position and the Persians did the same. Mardonios, 
after sending a taunting challenge to the Spartans, ordered a cavalry 
charge. The cavalry captured the spring Gargaphia and choked it 
up. This cut off the water supply of the Greeks ; for it was unsafe 
to go to the Asopos on account of the horsemen and bowmen. They 
determined to move that night to the Island, where 

THIRD POSITION. ° ' 

they would have water in abundance and be free from 
the assaults of the Persian cavalry. "When the time came, the Greeks 
in the middle of the line did not march to the appointed place, but 
were glad to flee from the enemy's cavalry toward Plataia, and came 
to the Heraion before the town. The Lakedaimonians on the right 
were detained by the obstinacy of Amompharetos, who refused to 
retreat before the enemy, while the Athenians on the left remained 
where they were, because they did not think the Lakedaimonians 

1 Part of the Persian forces may have been south of the Asopos. The Persian cav- 
alry were continually active on the south side of the river. Cf. Herodotos, ix. 40. 

'Also called Treiskephalai ; because one looking south from the valley of the 
Asopos can distinguish three peaks of Kithairon in the neighborhood of the pass, 
through which the road from Athens to Thebes now passes. There was another pass 
from Megara. Cf. Xenophon, Hell, v. 4. 14; Vischer, Erinnerungen aus Criechen- 
land, p. 533. 
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meant to carry out the arrangement in good faith. As dawn ap- 
proached, Pausanias left his obstinate captain, who soon followed him, 
and retired ten stades to a place called Argiopios on the banks of the 
Moloi's, where there was a temple of Demeter. On the retreat the 
Lakedaimonians kept to the hills, but the Athenians turned down 
into the plain. When the Persians saw the Greek position deserted, 
they set out to pursue, as they supposed, a fleeing enemy. They ad- 
vanced on the Lakedaimonians, for the Athenians in the plain were 
hidden from them by the hills. The sacrifices were unfavorable for 
the Lakedaimonians, and they were being wounded without striking 
a blow, until Pausanias looked away toward the Heraion and prayed 
that they might not be disappointed in their hopes. Here by the 
temple of Demeter the battle was fought and the Persians were routed. 
The Boiotians kept the Athenians employed till they too were routed 
and fled to Thebes. The Persians had fled to their wooden fort. 
When the Greeks at the Heraion learned that the Persians were flee- 
ing, they set out in two detachments. One passed among the hills at 
the base of the mountain on the way which led up straight toward 
the shrine of Demeter ; the other moved through the plain till it fell 
in with the Theban cavalry, which charged it and drove it into the 
mountain. The Persian fort was soon stormed and great slaughter 
followed. 

This outline shows that Herodotos gives three positions of the 
Greek troops, which we shall endeavor to determine. But first let 
us fix the more permanent features, such as the Island, the spring 
Gargaphia, the temple of Demeter, the Heraion, and the shrine of 
Androkrates. 

The ruins of Plataia 3 lie on a plateau at the foot of Kithairon about 

two miles and a half from the Asopos, which flows at this point in a 

comparatively straight line toward the east. This is enough to form 

the basis of our investigation. To begin with the Island. Herodotos 

(ix. 51) says : " This Island is before the city of the 

„„ IOT .„„ Plataians, distant ten stades from the Asopos and the 

OP THE ISLAND. ... 

spring Gargaphia, at which they were then encamped. 
And under the following circumstances there would be an island in a 
continent. The river branches and flows down from Kithairon into the 

3 See the map (plate xxiii). For other maps, see Leake, Travels in Northern 
Greece, vol. n ; Stein, Herodotos, vol. v ; Grote, History of Greece, ch. 42; Stanhope, 
Topography of the battle ofPlataea; Bocage, Travels of Anacharsis, pi. 6. 
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plain, with its streams about three stades apart, and then comes together. 
Its name is Oeroe, and the natives call it ' the daughter of Asopos.' " 

Again Herodotos (ix. 51) speaks of the Island as the place " which 
Oeroe forks about as it flows from Kithairon." From this we gather 
that the Island was : (a) before the city of Plataia ; (6) ten stades from 
the Asopos and Gargaphia ; (c) three stades wide ; and (d) that it ended 
in the plain. And in the plain before Plataia, ten stades from the 
Asopos, we must accordingly find one point of the Island. 

The statement of Herodotos, that the island is " ten stades from the 
Asopos and the spring Gargaphia, at which they were 
then encamped," makes it important to fix the posi- 

OP GREEK TROOPS. i 

tion of the troops at this time. Herodotos (ix. 25) 
says the forces went " from Erythrai past Hysiai to the Plataian terri- 
tory, and on arriving took up their position by nations near the spring 
Gargaphia and the sacred enclosure of the hero Androkrates, over 
low hills and level ground." i Later, Herodotos (ix. 49) says the 
Persian cavalry choked up the spring Gargaphia, from which all the 
Greek army procured water. " Now the Lakedaimonians alone were 
posted at the spring, while for the rest of the Greeks the spring was 
distant as every contingent happened to be drawn up, and the Asopos 
was near ; but being kept back from the Asopos they continued to 
resort to the spring, for it was not possible for them to get water 
from the river on account of the horsemen and arrows." The 
left, then, held by the Athenians, was near the Asopos, and the line 
extended away from the river to the spring Gargaphia, where the 
Lakedaimonians held the right. When Herodotos (rx. 51) says that 
the Island to which they proposed to retreat was ten stades from the 
Asopos and from the spring Gargaphia, he seems to imply that each 
end of the line would fall back ten stades to the Island ; in which 
case the new line would be about parallel to the old; Acting on this 
supposition, we draw, from the part of the Island which we have fixed, 
a circle with a radius of ten stades, and the left of the Greek line will 
lie on this circle near the Asopos. 

At the other end of the line was Gargaphia — (a) ten stades from the 
Island, 5 (b) near low hills and level ground, access- 

GARGAPHIA. - ,.,> , „ , , 

lble to cavalry, 6 (c) ten stades from the temple of 

4 Diodoros says (xi. 30) that the Greeks, in their second position, had on their 
right a high hill and on their left the Asopos, and here they won their victory. 

5 Herodotos, ix. 51. 6 ix. 25, 49. 
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Demeter, 7 and (d) twenty from the Heraion. 8 We cannot allow less than 
twenty-four stades for the length of this line. There were 110,000 
men in all. 9 Of these, 38,700 were heavy-armed troops. Supposing 
these heavy-armed men to be drawn up eight deep, as was common 
in the fifth and fourth centuries b. c., 10 and, allowing three feet front 
for every man with his shield, we shall have a line about twenty-four 
stades long. That the estimate of twenty-four stades is not far from 
right, will be evident when one considers that this line was supported 
by 71,300 light-armed troops. Gargaphia will then be on the circum- 
ference of a circlcwhose radius is twenty-four stades, and whose centre 
is the Athenian position. Our line must not swing too far to the 
south away from the river, or the spring Gargaphia will not be twenty 
stades from the Heraion, which is near Plataia. 11 On the other hand, 
it must not swing to the north toward the river ; for it must be within 
ten 12 stades of the temple of Demeter, which, as we shall show, was on 
high ground ; and we have seen that the spring was distant from that 
part of the line which was near the river. We therefore place the spring 
east of Plataia among the "low hills" of the Asopos valley, where are 
several springs, one of which Leake names Gargaphia. 13 

Taking Gargaphia as a centre, we draw a circle with a radius of ten 
stades to find the temple of Demeter about which 
the battle was fought. Herodotos (ix. 57), speaking 
of the retreat of Pausanias from Gargaphia, says : 
" This column, drawing off about ten stades, waited for the company 
of Amompharetos, taking position on the banks of the Moloi's, and in 
a place called Argiopios where stands a temple of Eleusinian Demeter." 
Just before the battle, Pausanias "looked away toward the Heraion 
of the Plataians." 13a When the Persians were put to flight, the Co- 
rinthians and others at the Heraion "turned along the skirts of 
Kithairon and the hills on the way which led up straight toward the 
shrine of Demeter." " The temple of Demeter, then, was on the cir- 
cumference of the circle — (a) ten stades from Gargaphia, (6) on the 
river Moloi's, (c) up hill from the Heraion, (d) so situated that an 
observer standing near it could see the Heraion, and (e) at a place 

7 Herodotos, ix. 57 : cf. 49. 8 ix. 52. 9 ix. 29, 30. 

10 Hans Droysen, Die grieehischen Kriegsalterthumer, in K. F. Hermann' t Lehrbuch 
dergr. Antiquitalen, n, 2 te Abt. p. 44. 

11 Herodotos, ix. 52. " ix. 57 : cf. 49. 

18 Op. eit., ii, 332 f. Pausanias (ix. 4. 3) says that the spring was restored. 
130 Herodotos, ix. 61. " ix. 69. 
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called Argiopios. This name, " White Rock," 15 may help to identify 
the spot. We cannot place it very far to the south, for the troops from 
the Heraion passed to it over the foot-hills of Kithairon. We may sup- 
pose that it was west of Gargaphia, for Pausanias originally intended to 
go to the Island, and Plutarch 16 says that he retired toward Plataia. 
We therefore place the temple of Demeter on high ground southeast of 
Plataia at a point where are now the foundations of a large Byzantine 
church. 17 Back of it rises a wall of rock which is visible for miles 
in the valley, and may have given to the place the name of Argio- 
pios. The Lakedaimonians who were at this point could be seen 
easily by the Persians in the valley of the Asopos ; while the Athe- 
nians in the plain north of Plataia would be hidden by the foot- 
hills northeast of the town. 18 From the rising ground a few rods 
east of the church one can see the lower half of the ruins of Plataia 
where the Heraion may have stood. The conclusion with regard to 
the position of the temple of Demeter, which we reach from our study 
of Herodotos, receives a curious confirmation from a statement of 
Pausanias. Pausanias comes down from Kithairon to Plataia, and, 
after speaking of the monuments 19 of those who fought against the 
Mede, and the altar of Zeus "just about opposite the entrance to Pla- 
taia," he says (ix. 2. 6) : " But the trophy which the Greeks set up 
for the battle at Plataia stands about fifteen stades further from the 
city." The trophy (rpoiraiov) was set up on the battlefield in memory 
of the turning of the enemy to flight (rpoirri). In this case the battle- 
field was about the temple of Demeter. Herodotos (ix. 62) says : 
" The battle waxed hot right by the temple of Demeter," and again (ix. 
65) : " It is a marvel to me how not a single one of the Persians, who 
fought beside the grove of Demeter, appears to have gone into the 
sacred enclosure or to have died within it, though very many fell about 
the temple on the unconsecrated ground." Measuring from the en- 

15 Papb, Worterbuch der griechischm Eigennamen. 16 Aristides, 17. 

" About six minutes walk east of the spring Vergoutiani. Here have been found 
Greek sepulchral steles, inscriptions, bits of Roman mosaic, and numerous fragments 
of marble. No doubt the temple became popular after this battle, and continued so 
down to Roman times. Plutarch describes it as "under the projecting foot of 
Kithairon in places rough and rocky." Arist., 14 ; cf. 11. 

18 Herodotos, ix. 59 : fab rw 6x9av. 

"Plutarch (Arist., 20) mentions one set up by the Lakedaimonians, and one by 
the Athenians. Leake (ii. 366) wrongly places the trophy at the gate of Plataia 
beside the tombs. 
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trance to Plataia " about" fifteen stades, we find the point which we 
had already fixed for the temple of Demeter. 

The so-called Island was ten 20 stades from Gargaphia, and so must 
touch the circle on which the temple of Demeter stood. 

THE ISLAND. r . 

A number 01 streams flow down irom Jvitnairon on 
the east of Plataia, and turn to the west, where they unite to form the 
Oeroe which flows into the Korinthian Gulf. 21 The modern traveller 
is unable to discover any such island as Herodotos seems to describe. 
Leake 22 and Vischer 23 are inclined to think that it was rather a nar- 
row peninsula formed by two of these branches, which was popularly 
called by the inhabitants the " Island," a name misleading to one not 
acquainted with the place. Herodotos does not speak as if he had 
verified the statement that it was entirely surrounded by water. He 
prefaces his description (ix. 51) with : "and there would be an island 
in a continent under the following circumstances." It would not be 
difficult to find parallels for such a use of the term " Island." Long 
ridges run out from Kithairon between the water-courses ; and on one 
of these ridges, which the Plataians called the " Island," the Greeks 
proposed to take their stand. On rising ground with a stream in 
front they could defend themselves from the enemy's cavalry, while 
the stream behind them would furnish water. 

It is important that we should fix the position of the Heraion. The 

language which Herodotos uses seems to associate it 

THE HERAION. i 

closely with Plataia. He calls it (ix. 61) the "He- 
raion of the Plataians," and, like the Island, it is " before the city of 
the Plataians," 24 an expression which seems to point toward the val- 
ley. It was distant twenty M stades from Gargaphia. It will there- 
fore be on the circumference of a circle whose centre is Gargaphia and 

80 Herodotos, ix. 51. sl Of. Vischer, op. cit., p. 547 ; Leake, ii, p. 324. 

88 ii, p. 357 ff. 

83 P. 547 f. Leake claims that this is all that Herodotos means ; but irepurxK*™'* 
and Herodotos' general treatment of the subject exclude this view. Vischer thinks 
it possible that such an island existed in antiquity. 

"Herodotos, ix. 52; cf. 51. Plutarch (Arist, 11) calls Hera Kithaironian. 
Patjsanias (ix. 2. 7.) saw in her temple a large standing statue of the goddess by 
Praxiteles. Plataian coins of the time of Praxiteles bear the head of Hera. Of. 
Imhoof-Blumer and Gardner, Numismatic Commentary on Pausanias, pp. 110-111. 
The same temple contained a Khea and a Kronos by Praxiteles, and a seated statue 
of Hera by Kallimachos. 

85 Herodotos, ix. 52. Lolling, in Baedeker's Greece, places the Heraion twenty 
stades outside the city (?). On a circle of twenty stades radius from Gargaphia, within 
3 
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whose radius is twenty stades. Herodotos says that the Greeks in the 
middle of the line were " glad to flee from the cavalry, and in their 
flight came to the Heraion, which is before the city of the Plataians, 
twenty stades from the spring Gargaphia;" and "these encamped 
about the Heraion." The Heraion was therefore in the direction of 
Plataia from the middle of the line, and the site was probably unfavor- 
able for a cavalry attack, or the Greeks would not have halted so com- 
fortably. If it was in the northern part of the plateau upon which 
Plataia lies that they halted, they would be protected on the west and 
north ; for at this point the plateau rises somewhat abruptly from the 
plain. Leake and Vischer place the Heraion in the northern part of 
the present walls of Plataia. Both 26 note the statement of Thouky- 
dides, that the ancient city was small, and observe that the walls at 
the south angle are the most ancient. The present ruins of Plataia 
are not less than two miles and a half in circumference. Leake and 
Vischer conclude that the later walls were extended from the south 
so as to include the temple of Hera, which was outside the city at 
the time of the Persian war. Pausanias seems to place the Heraion 
within the city, though his statement is not definite. After describ- 
ing the altar and statue of Zeus Eleutherios near the entrance to Pla- 
taia, he says : 27 " In the city itself is the heroon of (the divinity) 

Plataia, and I have already told what is said with regard to her, and 
what I myself surmised ; and (Se) the Plataians have a temple of Hera 
notable for its size and the beauty of its sculptures." If Pausanias saw 
a temple of Hera within the city, it was not necessarily the Heraion of 
Herodotos ; for, when the Peloponnesians captured Plataia, they razed 
the city ; 28 and built near the Heraion a large inn, which they dedicated 
to Hera. They also built to her a temple one hundred feet long, which 
was probably the large temple seen by Pausanias. Vischer finds traces 
of a quadrangular building within the northern part of the city, and 
concludes that there is scarcely any doubt that this is the temple of 
Hera. But, in truth, there is abundant room for doubt. This part of 

the northern part of the present walls of Plataia, is a ruined Byzantine church con- 
taining numerous fragments of a large Ionic temple (map, Church No. I). A frag- 
ment of a decree by Diocletian was found here in 1889 by the American School of 
Classical Studies at Athens. Several other sites would satisfy the conditions of Hero- 
dotos' account. 

86 Leake, ii. pp. 325 f., 360 f., 364. Vischer, p. 543 ff. 

ST Pausanias, ix. 2. 7. 28 Thoukydides, hi. 68. 3-5. 
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the city is covered with foundation-walls, and the mere fact that there 
had been a large temple in any place would prove nothing ; for Pausanias 
speaks of a temple of Athena at Plataia, 29 a heroon of Plataia, 30 and a 
temple of Eleusinian Demeter, 31 which may however be the one referred 
to by Herodotos. Plutarch (ArisL, 20) mentions a shrine of Artemis 
Eukleia. Successful excavation alone can fix the exact position of the 
temple of Hera. 

The heroon of Androkrates 32 was somewhere on the line of battle 
which we have determined. Thoukydides (in. 24) 
says that those who escaped over the besiesriner walls 

ANDROKRATES. J . 

of the Peloponnesians " went on the way leading to 
Thebes, having on their right the heroon of Androkrates." They saw 
the enemy pursuing them with torches toward Kithairon and Dryos- 
kephalai. " They proceeded for six or seven stades on the way toward 
Thebes, then turning back they advanced on the road leading toward 
the mountain to Erythrai and Hysiai, and getting into the mountains 
they escaped to Athens." If the fugitives travelled only seven stades 
toward Thebes, and had the heroon of Androkrates on their right, this 
heroon must have been nearer to Gargaphia than to the Asopos. Stein w 
and Grote say that the spring was on the right of the Greek line of bat- 
tle, and the heroon on the left, which is impossible, for the left was near 
the Asopos, almost twenty stades from Plataia. Plutarch places the 
heroon at the foot of Kithairon, near the temple of Demeter. 

Our next task is to fix the positions occupied by the forces. Of the 
Persian position Herodotos (ix. 15) says : "Mardo- 
nios, bivouacking for the night in Tanagra, and 
turning on the next day to Skolos, was in the country of the Thebans. 
.... He let his camp extend from Erythrai along by Hysiai, and 

59 Pausanias, ix. 4. 1 ; Plutarch, Arist., 20. This temple, according to Pausa- 
nias, was built from the spoils of Marathon. It contained a colossal gold and marble 
statue by Pheidias, and was adorned with paintings, " Odysseus after the slaughter of 
the suitors," by Polygnotos, and " The Seven against Thebes," by Onasias. Before the 
feet of Athena was a portrait of Arimnestos, the Plataian commander at Marathon 
and Plataia. Plutarch says the temple was built from the Plataian share of the spoils. 

s0 Pausanias, ix. 2. 7. 

31 Pausanias, ix. 4. 3. Pausanias may use iv n\aTtua7s loosely for iv nAoTotSi yij. 
Of. Herodotos, ix. 25: IslUartuib, 31.41: lvn\aratfj<ri. Pausanias seems to be think- 
ing of the account of Herodotos ; for in the next sentence he speaks of the restoration 
of Gargaphia, which Mardonios and his cavalry destroyed. 

32 Herodotos, ix. 25. A hero of Plataia; ef. Plutarch, Arist., 11. 

33 Note on Herodotos, ix. 25, 1. IS ; cf. Grote, History of Greece, vol. v, p. 19, Note 2. 



PERSIAN POSITION. 



472 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY. 

advanced it along the Asopos river into the Plataian territory. How- 
ever, he did not make his entrenchment so large, but made each side 
about ten stades." 34 

Skolos, Erythrai, and Hysiai were towns on the skirts of Kithairon ; 

skolos Skolos on the east, and Hysiai on the west, with 

erythrai, and Erythrai between. Skolos 85 was on rough ground 

hysiai. near t }j e Asopos, forty stades below the point where 

the road from Plataia to Thebes crossed the river. Hysiai and Ery- 
thrai 36 were near together, a little to the right of the road which crossed 
Kithairon from Eleutherai to Plataia. Plutarch {ArisL, 11) says: 
"Near to Hysiai is an ancient temple called the temple of Eleusinian 
Demeter and Kora ." He further describes the place as near the heroon 
of Androkrates in the foot-hills of Kithairon. That the temple of 
Demeter and the heroon of Androkrates were not far apart is possi- 
ble from what Herodotos and Thoukydides say ; but that they should 
be near Hysiai would be inconsistent with the account of Herodotos. 
For, when the Greeks moved from Erythrai, their first position, to their 
second position, they passed Hysiai. 37 Then, when the Lakedaimonians 
fell back ten m stades from this second position, they came to the temple. 39 
The camp of Mardonios occupied the plain of the Asopos, and ex- 
tended past Hysiai into Plataian territory. At least 

mardonios P art °^ tne cam P was south of the Asopos, and there 
is nothing to show that the wooden fort was north of 

34 Diodoros (xi. 29, 30) says Mardonios came from Thebes. 

35 Strabo, 408, 409 ; Pausanias, ix. 4. 4 ; Leake, ii, 330 f ., 369. Patisanias saw 
here an unfinished temple of Demeter and Kora. 

36 Pausanias, jx. 2. 1; Strabo, 404; Leake, ii, 327-329. Herodotos (v. 74) 
mentions Hysiai with Oinoe as a frontier-deme of Attika. At Hysiai, Pausanias saw 
a half-built temple of Apollo and a sacred well. 

37 Herodotos, ix. 25. * rx. 57. 

39 Plutarch may use "Hysiai " loosely for "the district of Hysiai" (see Note 31). 
At the foot of Kithairon, near Kriekonki, east of the road from Athens to Thebes, 
are remains of an ancient acropolis. Along the brow of the rock one can follow the 
wall with some difficulty. On the other side of the road is an ancient well, now dry, 
which was perhaps the sacred well of Hysiai. Near here were found two dedicatory 
inscriptions to Demeter, belonging to the first half of the fifth century. Of. Foucart, 
Bull, de cojt. hellen., 1879, p. 134, N. 1 ; Roberts, Epigraphy, 223. One objection to 
placing the Plataian temple of Demeter here has been pointed out above. More- 
over, Pausanias, who speaks of the Plataian temple of Demeter, saw Hysiai in ruins. 
It is not impossible that Hysiai also had a temple of Demeter, as had Skolos (Pau- 
sanias, ix. 4. 4). Plutarch himself says that the temple of Demeter, at which the 
Greeks halted, was near the shrine of the Plataian hero Androkrates, which must 
have been nearer Plataia. 
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the river. The camp of the Medes extended " along by Hysiai into the 
Plataian district." i0 Exactly the same expression is used of the Greeks 
who went from Erythrai across the skirts of Kithairon " along by 
Hysiai into the Plataian district." The expression " into the Plataian 
district " could hardly have been used, if part at least of the Persian 
forces had not been south of the Asopos. There is no proof that the 
Plataian territory ever extended north of the Asopos ; on the con- 
trary, there is proof that at first it did not extend as far as the Asopos. 
Herodotos tells a us that when the Athenians espoused the cause of 
the Plataians against the Thebans, they passed over the bounds which 
had been fixed for the Plataians, and " made the Asopos the boundary 
between the Thebans and the Plataians." Pausanias (n. 6. 1 ; ix. 
4. 4) speaks of the Asopos, which forms the boundary between the 
Theban and the Plataian land ; and again he says : " Even yet the 
Asopos separates the land of the Plataians from the Thebans." We 
are told that the Persians fled to their wooden fort in the Theban 
territory ; a but this does not prove that the fort was north of the 
Asopos. We have seen that, before the Athenians interfered, the 
Theban territory extended across the Asopos opposite Plataia. This 
was doubtless the case at Erythrai ; for Strabo (409) tells us that all 
the villages along the Asopos at this point were under the Thebans ; 
though he adds that some say that Skolos, Eteonos, and Erythrai are 
in the country of the Plataians. Herodotos himself (ix. 15) places 
Skolos in the Theban territory. 

While Mardonios was encamped here in the plain of the Asopos, 
the Greeks came to Erythrai, and, as Herodotos 
says, 43 observed that the barbarians were encamped 

OF GREEKS. J ' _ r 

on the Asopos ; and perceiving this they took their 
stand on the skirts of Kithairon facing the enemy (avTeracraovTo) ; " u 
and Mardonios, as the Greeks did not descend into the plain, sent 
against them all his cavalry. Masistios, commander of the cavalry, 
was slain, and the Greeks bore his body along their ranks on a wagon, 
a circumstance which throws light on the nature of the ground. 

40 Herodotos, ix. 15 ; ef. 25. The wooden fort may have been extended across the 
river for the sake of a better water supply. The valley widens conveniently at this 
point. 41 Herodotos, vi. 108 : 519 b. c. Of. Thoukydides, hi. 68. 

42 Herodotos, ix. 65. 43 ix. 19 ff. ; cf. Diohoros, xi. 29, 30. 

44 Leake, who places the Persians on the other side of the Asopos, bases his view 
on this avTeriaarovTO, which can have no more definite meaning than we give to it. 
See Northern Oreece, ir, 340, Note. 
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The Greeks moved to their second position which we have fixed ; 
and, " when Mardonios and his barbarians had fin- 
a ished mourning for Masistios, they, too, were at hand 
at the Asopos which flows here." a Most of the Per- 
sian forces were north of the river ; * e for " the sacrifices were favor- 
able for the Greeks, if they kept on the defensive, but unfavorable, 
if they were to cross the Asopos and begin the battle." " The bar- 
barians advanced as far as the Asopos to make trial of the Greeks, 
but neither side crossed." 47 On the day of the battle, Mardonios led 
the Persians across the Asopos on the run. 48 With regard to the posi- 
tion of the forces on the day of battle but a word remains to be said. 
third position "^e Lakedaimonians, as we have seen, were at the 
of temple of Demeter. 49 The Athenians were down in 

lakedaimonians, the plain where they fell in with the medizing 
Athenians, and Greeks. Plutarch says 50 that the Athenians, while 
advancing across the plain to the aid of the Spar- 
tans, were attacked by the medizing Greeks. Of the Greeks at the 
Heraion, one detachment went eastward to the temple of Demeter ; 
and the other marched north or northeast through the plain till it fell 
in with the Boiotian cavalry. 61 

After the battle, according to Herodotos (ix. 84), the body of Mar- 
donios disappeared. Several claimed to have buried him, and were 
rewarded by the son of Mardonios. Pausanias (ix. 

MONUMENT OF on * , ,. . - , , ,. „■».-■,... 

mardonios. • ) saw a monument said to be that of Mardonios," 
on the right of the road from Athens to Plataia, a 
little beyond Hysiai. 

The Greeks buried their dead in large tombs or polyandria. 12 The 
Spartans set up three, one for every class of citizens ; 

TOMBS OP GREEKS. ,.,.._ J ' 

the Athenians one ; the Tegeans one ; and the Mega- 
rians and Phliasians one. Others, as the Aiginetans, 53 who took no part 
in the battle, erected cenotaphs. In the Peloponnesian war, when Pla- 
taia had been captured by siege, the Plataians pointed to these tombs, 54 
and implored the Spartans to spare them for the honors which they 
had shown every year to the graves of "those who fell fighting against 
the Mede." Pausanias (ix. 2. 5) says : " Opposite the entrance to Pla- 

43 Herodotos, ix. 31. <6 ix. 36 f. ; Plutarch, Arist., 11, 15. 

47 Herodotos, ix. 40. 48 ix. 59. 49 ix. 57, 62. 

50 Arist, 18 : cf. Herodotos, ix. 59, 61. 51 Herodotos, ix. 69. 

52 Herodotos, ix. 85. M The Aiginetau tomb, it is said, was built ten years later. 

54 Thoukydides, in. 58, 59. 
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taia are the tombs ol those who fought against the Medes. The rest 
of the Greeks have a common monument ; but the Lakedaimonians 
and Athenians who fell have separate tombs, and on them are inscribed 
epitaphs by Simonides. Not far from the common tomb of the Greeks 
is the altar of Zeus Eleutherios." Plutarch relates that this altar was 
dedicated to the Zeus of Freedom in honor of the battle for freedom 
at Plataia ; M and, in describing the ceremonies which were performed 
every year at these tombs, he uses language which seems to place them 
near the city. He says : " They form a procession, which the trum- 
peter, sounding the charge, leads on at dawn. Wagons, loaded with 
myrtle and garlands follow. A black bull is led in the procession, 
and free-born youths advance bearing drink-offerings of wine and milk, 
vessels of olive-oil and myrrh. A slave is not allowed to touch any 
of the things connected with that service because the men died for free- 
dom. Finally, the archon of the Plataians, who is not allowed at 
any other time to touch iron, 66 or to put on any but a white garment, 
then clad in a purple tunic, and armed with a sword, taking up a 
water-jar from the place where the records are kept, leads on through 
the midst of the city. Then, taking water from the spring, 67 he him- 
self washes the steles, 68 and anoints them with myrrh. Slaughtering 
the bull upon the altar for burnt sacrifice, and, praying to Zeus and 
Hermes Chthonios, he invites the brave men who died in behalf of 
Greece to the banquet and the offering of blood. Then mixing a bowl 
of wine and pouring it out, he says i ' I drink to the men who died 
for the freedom of the Greeks.' " 

W. Irving Hunt. 

35 Plutarch, Arist., 19-21. Inscription on the altar: 

T6vSe toff "EWrives vlnas Kpare?, ^pyn> "Apyos, 

evr6\[i<i> tyvx&s K'fjfiari ir*i86[ievoi 
Tl4p<ras 4^f\d<rayTes, 4Xev6epcp 'EWdSi Koivhv 
ISpitravro Albs &a>/xbv eAevBepiov. 
Strabo speaks of it as a hp6v, which Leake translates " temple." Here they cele- 
brated games called the'E\ev9epia. Strabo, 412; Piutarch,^4Ws<.,21; Paus., ix. 2. 6. 
56 Perhaps it would be better to say " a weapon of iron ; " cf. <nS-qpo(pop4a in Thotjky- 
bides; or simply "a weapon." 

37 Dodweil (Tour through Greece, vol. I, p. 280) makes this spring Gargaphia (?). 
The tombs were just at the entrance to Plataia, as Pausanias came from Megara. 
Hence the spring referred to by Plutarch is probably that on the eastern side 
of the ruins of Plataia, which flows out of a terrace wall, in which are Greek 
sepulchral steles and a piece of an Ionic cornice. The spring a mile southeast of 
Plataia, now called Vergoutiani, has been confounded with Gargaphia, but it is prob- 
ably the spring of Artemis. Leake, Northern Greece, II, 333 f. 

38 Of bronze, Pausanias, ix. 2. 5. 



